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OVERVIEW

Country Australia 

Industry Superannuation fund and 
investment management

Customer Profile

 » One of Australia’s largest  
superannuation funds

 » A$29 billion in assets

 » Launched a A$200 MM equity fund  
in 2010

 » Now using AIM to manage close to  
A$5B across multiple asset classes

BUSINESS SITUATION

UniSuper was launching their own equity 
fund.  In less than three months, they 
needed to choose and implement a robust 
OMS. They also needed to  develop 
company-wide investment management 
policies and procedures.

UniSuper is the superannuation fund for Australia’s higher education 
and research sector. The organization was founded in 2000 following 
a merger, and it is now one of Australia’s largest superannuation 
funds with more than 430,000 member accounts and A$29 
billion in assets. As a leader in their sector, UniSuper is committed 
to maintaining the highest principals of corporate governance 
and stewardship, and their investment activities are bound by 
comprehensive risk management practices. 

In 2010, UniSuper launched an internal Australian equities portfolio 
with A$200 million in seed money, with the aim of delivering strong 
performance when measured against ASX benchmarks. They were 
also developing domestic fixed-income capabilities.

To successfully launch their equity fund, UniSuper’s executives faced 
a daunting task. Not only did they need a trading solution that would 
provide them with portfolio and order management capabilities across 
a variety of asset classes, they also needed to establish the right 
workflows from the ground up and meet strict regulatory requirements. 

Discovering Bloomberg AIM

After an in-depth review of data and trading solution providers, UniSuper chose 
Bloomberg as their partner in this initiative and decided to implement Bloomberg 
Asset and Investment Manager (AIM). “Bloomberg demonstrated three critical 
strengths that made them our choice,” commented Dharmendra Dayabhai. “First, 
AIM, combined with the Bloomberg Professional® service, offered us an all-in-one 
solution for everything from market data to portfolio management to integration with 
a settlement provider. Second, Bloomberg had the industry expertise necessary 
to help us efficiently and quickly structure our order management procedures. And 
third, Bloomberg approached our relationship as a long-term partnership.”

Once the project was underway, the Bloomberg team immediately set out to fully 
scope out UniSuper’s requirements. In partnership with Dharmendra and his team, 
Bloomberg built a  plan from the ground up, outlining everything UniSuper would 
need to successfully implement AIM. Workflows for portfolio management, order 
execution, and back-office functions were established and tested. 

UniSuper’s rigorous compliance regime was also mapped out and firm and 
security level rules were established. A settlement provider was identified and 
Bloomberg worked with the third party and UniSuper to ensure straight-through 
processing would be fully up and running by the launch date.
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“ What has most impressed me about Bloomberg is that they deliver 
what they promise. We were up and running on AIM in under three 
months, with no down time, and no lost productivity”

   Dharmendra Dayabhai, Head of Portfolio Analysis and Implementation, UniSuper Management Pty Ltd.
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BLOOMBERG  SOLUTION

 » Bloomberg AIM for a comprehensive, fully  
automated asset  management solution

 » Full integration with a third-party 
settlement provider for straight-through 
processing

 » Consulting and implementation services 
for OMS best practices

SOLUTION BENEFITS

 » Fully implemented in less than three 
months

 » UniSuper team was able to hit the ground 
running, with complete visibility into their 
entire portfolio and integration with their 
settlement provider

Flipping the switch

Prior to the launch date, UniSuper’s team was trained on every aspect of AIM, and 
also coached on how to leverage the power of the full breadth of the Bloomberg 
Professional  service as part of their daily decision making—such as critical market 
data, news, charts,  and other analytics. When the launch date arrived, the team 
was ready.

“We had a straightforward transition. We quickly had complete visibility into our 
equity and fixed income portfolios, pre- and post-trade compliance, automated 
execution and  reconciliation with our custodian,” described Dharmendra. “It was  
a very efficient set up.” 

Adding new asset classes and volume

Once they were successfully up and running, UniSuper expanded into other asset 
classes  and increased the volume of assets internally managed. They now use 
AIM to manage close to A$5 billion in assets across equities, fixed interest, cash 
and REITs. Bloomberg’s ongoing training and support services have helped them 
enhance their expertise as they grow.  Dharmendra Dayabhai, Head of Portfolio 
Analysis and Implementation concludes: “Bloomberg plays an essential part in 
supporting UniSuper’s internal portfolio management activities and has become  
a highly valued partner.”

“ Bloomberg plays an  essential part in  supporting UniSuper’s 
internal portfolio  management activities and has become  
a highly valued partner.”

   Dharmendra Dayabhai, Head of Portfolio Analysis & Implementation, UniSuper



bloomberg.com/trading-solutions

BLOOMBERG TRADING SOLUTIONS provides multi-asset order and execution 
management solutions and investment cycle analytics that enable buy-side and sell-side 
firms to turn their trade and order data into a competitive advantage. As a result, firms can 
create more efficient workflows, connect to the global capital markets, drive regulatory 
compliance and lower their total cost of ownership. 
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